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do well to follow Nunn in using the word *mncnie* to describe
this fundamental attribute. Mneme, then, is the name given
to the power of the mind in virtue of which the past is retained.
No psychology can make a start without recognizing some
such power as this. It is a general truth about living organ-
isms that all life-process leaves behind it modifications of
structure; we are our own history, both in an individual and
a racial sense. This is emphatically true of our mental life;
in our mental structures arc conserved the after-effects of all
our individual experiences, and probably many of the ex-
periences of our ancestors also.
The first example of mnerric that comes to mind is the
common experience that we call memory, which will be dis-
cussed more fully in a later chapter. Meantime, let us note
that memory obviously involves the retention of past ex-
perience. As I write I can remember a recent train journey;
I could not remember it if I had not had the experience of the
journey, and it is because of the conservation of something
connected with that experience that I can now remember it.
But it is very important to realize that what can be remem-
bered is only a small part of what is conserved. Mneme is a
much wider term than memory, which is mneme risen to the
level of awareness. When I am reading I do not say that
I remember the letters of the alphabet, or my first reading-
lessons, or even the meanings of the words. No doubt I have
to do a certain amount of such remembering when I am read-
ing a foreign language, but reading my own language requires
no such actual memories. Yet it is clearly in virtue of my past
experience that I am able to understand what I read. Here,
then, we have an example of mneme operating below the
level of awareness. Again, when I recognize a friend in the
street I do not say that I remember his face; but again my
recognition is possible only in virtue of past experiences in
which my friend figured, and it is therefore a manifestation
of mneme. A clear example of mneme without memory
comes from the psychological laboratory. A subject is re-
quired to learn a series of nonsense-syllables until he can repeat
them,- some days later he is asked to repeat the series, and,